
2026 FLORIDA PLANNING AND ZONING ASSOCIATION 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESSAY TOPIC CHOICES: Please choose an essay prompt that most closely aligns with the focus of your 
education and future career vision. Your response should be limited to no more than 1,000 words. 

 

LAND USE PLANNING: Discuss current trend of increased legislative preemptions into home rule over recent years, 

examples being the Live-Local Act or SB180 from the 2025 session. Reflecting on your own education and any 

professional internships or research, describe the technical and interpersonal competencies you have developed 

to navigate legislative impacts on home rule by state preemption. How will your experience in stakeholder 

mediation or land-use analysis help you balance state mandates with the concerns of the local communities you 

will soon serve? 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING: Discuss the viability of “Strategic Relocation” (managed retreat) versus “In-Place 

Adaptation” for Florida’s coastal communities in light of rising insurance costs and sea-level projections. Based on 

your academic training in environmental planning and any lived experiences in Florida’s coastal regions, explain 

how you are uniquely prepared to communicate complex climate risks to skeptical members of the public or 

elected officials. How has your coursework shaped your ability to design equitable resilience strategies that protect 

both the environment and vulnerable populations? 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: Analyze the role of Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) in reducing car 

dependency in Florida, specifically within the context of the state’s “Target Zero” safety goals. Illustrate how your 

academic or technical background prepares you to implement multi-modal solutions in a historically car-centric 

state. How do your academic projects demonstrate your readiness to transition Florida toward a safer, more 

integrated transportation network? 
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APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
Name:  

School:  Major/Program:  

Level: (circle one) Graduate Undergraduate 

                                      Certificate Program 

Anticipated Graduation Year:  

Permanent Mailing Address:  

 

Phone: 

 

E-mail: 

Student Scholarship Award recipient(s) receive paid conference registration and two nights hotel stay for the 
FPZA State Conference being held May 27-29, 2026, at the Ritz Carlton in Sarasota, Florida. Recipients are 
expected to attend the conference, including sessions and events and also provide volunteer conference 
assistance. The awards will be presented at a luncheon to be held on May 29th.   The awarded student(s) will be 
candidates to serve as a student representative on the State Board. To be considered please submit application, 
essay, and a letter of recommendation. Application submittal instructions may be found on page 2. 

This is a competitive merit-based award open to all 
students currently enrolled in a Florida 
College/University urban planning undergraduate, 
graduate, or certificate program. Application essays and 
letters of recommendation will be reviewed and scored 
by a panel based on alignment with the mission of the 
Florida Planning and Zoning Association. Winning 
essays may be published in whole or in part within FPZA 
publications including the FPZA website. For more 
information regarding FPZA and its mission, visit 
www.fpza.org. 

http://www.fpza.org/
http://www.fpza.org/


 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION: Please attach a letter of recommendation from a professor/instructor 
to this application and email it to the contact listed at the bottom of this application. 

 

SUBMITTAL INFORMATION: 
 
1. Submit completed application, essay and letter of recommendation to 

fpzaawards@gmail.com no later than 11:59p.m. on Friday, April 10, 2026. Applicants are 
encouraged to submit a headshot/picture with their applications for marketing purposes. 
 

2. Recipients shall be notified via email no later than Friday April 24, 2026.  
 

 
RECIPIENT RESPONSIBILITIES/EXPECTATIONS: 

 
1. The recipient(s) shall receive free conference registration for the FPZA Annual Conference 

May 27-29, 2026, and a two-night hotel stay at the Ritz-Carlton in Sarasota, FL. 
2. The recipient(s) are expected to attend conference sessions and events and volunteer/assist 

with conference logistics/operations (as an example assisting with the registration desk). 
3. The recipient(s) may be selected to serve on the FPZA State Board as a student 

representative. 
4. The application essay of recipients may be published by the FPZA on its website or social 

media. Applicant headshots/photos may be used in marketing materials. 
 
 
Questions should be directed to Michael Hanson, AICP, Scholarship Awards Chair, at 
mhanson@palmcoastgov.com. 
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