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FPZA Members enjoyed the Educational Regional Forum at Bonnet 
Springs Park in Lakeland, organized by the Suncoast Chapter. 
Bonnet Springs Park is the 2023 recipient of the FPZA Outstanding 
Grassroots Project award. The 168-acre park is designed over a 
former railway repair yard that had served the phosphate and 
agricultural industries for many years. The site had remained 
dormant for almost 40 years leaving the land in disrepair. 
Development of the property required not only a vision but also the 
remediation of contamination and the restoration of an ecological 
system. This was possible through the collaboration of developers, 
the City of Lakeland, and the Carol Jenkins Barnett Endowment. 
 

The event started with a presentation by Josh Henderson, CEO of 
Bonnet Springs Park, which provided an overview of the history of 
the site, design process and challenges, and current day-to-day 
park operations. This was followed by a tram tour of the park. 
 

The event highlighted key planning principles employed in 
designing the park: 
 

Community Engagement – This park serves the regional 
community; therefore, it was important to research and analyze the 
community needs. The community was engaged in the design 
concepts for the park in addition to the formal design by the Sasaki 
Group. After completion of the park the community remains 
engaged through events and festivals that draw large crowds to the 
park. It also draws a continuous flow of people to who enjoy the 
park daily. 
 

Accessibility / Walkability – The park is located within walking 
distance of the urban core of downtown Lakeland. It also provides 
connections to the surrounding areas via pedestrian and bicycle 
paths. Internal to the park, it was intentional that all activities be 
accessible to all people despite their age or access challenges. A 
tram system is available to assist visitors in traversing the 168-acre 
park allowing their ability to experience the entire park. As planning 
practices have evolved, the park is an excellent example of the 
importance to consider accessibility in designing public spaces to 
serve the entire community. 
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Diversity – The park offers many opportunities and makes all features 
accessible to everyone who wishes to enjoy, learn, and relax. The park 
is free to enjoy as a community asset. Those with disadvantages, 
whether that by age, economic status or physical challenges, are 
welcome and can be accommodated. This promotes sound planning 
practices of inclusivity. 
 

Education – The park provides a variety of educational opportunities 
like embracing the site’s history and its use as a railway yard that 
served the phosphate and agricultural industry. In addition, there is a 
Nature Center with a Butterfly House, a Children’s Museum and the 
open environment providing education on ecological subjects. These 
opportunities are interactive and promote learning for all ages. Those 
attending the educational activities of the park will learn the advantages 
of considering all aspects of history, nature and ecological features 
which are paramount to good planning practices. 
 

For more information on Bonnet Springs Park, please visit https://
bonnetspringspark.com/  
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Hello members of the Florida Planning 
and Zoning Association. 

If you missed it, there was a regional 
forum in Lakeland, showcasing Bonnet 
Springs Park. It won a FPZA award for 
sustainability last year. What a treat to 
see an old contaminated railway depot 
turned into a beautiful park. It was 
developed with no government 
funding. Just good people living there, 
wanting to make a difference. And did 

they deliver. As a bonus, you would receive 3 continuing education 
credits through the Florida Planning and Zoning Association. Thank 
you Gulf Coast Chapter.  

 

If you were not aware, I cut my teeth in the Midwest in park design, 
environmental planning, and redevelopment. I know it’s not for 
everybody, but I love it. And still do. While we plan for the increases 
in population for the State of Florida, providing housing needs, 
planners need to remember that the visioning does not stop there. 
Some of these older, developed areas are waiting for a change. 
Some may think it’s too difficult. I, on the other had, love the 
challenge. I think people are begging for people like us to show what 
these areas can be. 

At a time when flood insurance is going through the roof, with map 
changes due to increase flooding from weather events, these are the 
projects that make us step back and think what can be! Ironically, I 
am working on the first park master plan for our community. The input 
from the community so far as been great, and has opened much 
discussion on what they are willing to do to preserve open space and 
natural resources. 

My time as president is limited and I want to call out the all Planners 
to get involved with the FPZA.  We are not robots. We are creative 
thinkers and don’t follow a strait line. We create vision for people on 
what can happen.  

All I ask is that you get involved. Let your fellow planners know FPZA 
is a powerful resource. We also can be fun! 

 

Thank you for your support.  

Daniel J. Smith, AICP 

FPZA President  

A Word from the President 

ST. PETERSBURG - The Florida Green Building Coalition 
(FGBC), the state’s leading certifier of green residential and com-
mercial construction, land developments and local governments, 
has announced the 2023 Green Achievement Award Finalists. 
 

Finalists were recognized for Builder of the Year - Most Multifami-
ly Homes Certified, Most Single Homes Certified, Builder Highest 
Multi-Family Scoring Home and Highest Scoring Single-Family 
Home, Highest Scoring Commercial Project, Highest Scoring High 
Rise Residential Project, Highest Scoring Local Government, City, 
Highest Scoring Single-Family and Multi-Family Home, Volunteer 
of the Year and Certifying Agent of the Year. 
 

Award winners will be unveiled at a luncheon following a program 
at the Aloft, 202 SE 5th Avenue Delray Beach, on Tuesday March 
26 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

FINALISTS FGBC GREEN ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

LUNCHEON REGISTRATION 

HOTEL INFORMATION 

Points are awarded by FGBC for each of the individual green cer-
tifying levels – bronze, silver, gold, and platinum. Numerical points 
are given for selecting and integrating individual environmentally 
friendly green products, best practices, and sustainable tech-
niques from a menu of available green options. 
 

FGBC recently passed 33,000 “Florida Green” certifications of 
single-family homes, commercial buildings, high-rises, land devel-
opments and local governments. Beyond third party certifications, 
FGBC is also a valuable resource for the builders, developers, 
contractors, architects, and municipalities when considering going 
green. 
 

Going Green? In Florida you have a choice. For more information 
call (407) 777-4914, email info@floridagreenbuilding.org or 
visit www.floridagreenbuilding.org. 

Florida Green Building Coalition 
Announces 2023 Green 

Achievement Award Finalists 
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About The Florida Planning and Zoning 
Association 

 

The Florida Planning and Zoning Association was founded in 1951, 
during the national conference of the American Planning and Civic 
Association held in Miami. Frank F. Stearns, then Director of Planning for 
the City of Miami, set up a special meeting for those interested in forming 
an active State Association. Approximately thirty people attended that 
historic meeting, representing most of the populated areas of the State.  
 

The purposes of the Association are: to promote cooperation among 
official planning and zoning boards or commissions, civic bodies, 
citizens, technicians and students interested in planning and zoning in 
the State of Florida; to cultivate and stimulate interest in planning and 
zoning by local governments; to encourage the observance of sound 
planning and zoning practices; to furnish information, advice and 
assistance to its members and provide a medium for exchanging 
information, advice and assistance among them; to engage in research 
and issue publications on planning and zoning and related matters; to 
promote and encourage the sound development of land, water and 
natural resources and the elimination of air and water pollution; and to 
educate the public and elected and appointed officials in matters 
pertaining to planning and zoning.  
 

 

Who Belongs to the 

Florida Planning and Zoning Association? 

 

Men and Women who are… 

 

Planning professionals - public and private zoning staff, transportation 
engineers, land-use lawyers, expert witnesses, members of the Florida 
Bar, city, county and state elected officials, members of local planning 
and zoning boards, university professors, architects, landscape 
architects, housing professionals, real estate agents, transportation 
specialists, surveyors, marketing professionals, communications 
directors, graphic artists, students of land planning, public relations 
professionals...and more. 
 

 

For a chance to network with  like-minded 
professionals and community leaders, why 

not join us? 

 

Visit our website at www.FPZA.org. 

http://www.fpza.org
http://www.FPZA.org
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 Advertising Space Available 

 

 Business card ad: 
4 issues $100, or $50/issue 

Maximum Ad dimensions: 2” x 3.5” 
 

 Quarter-page ad: 
4 issues $150, or $75/issue 

Maximum Ad dimensions: 4.6” x 3.75” or 2.3” x 7.25” 
 

 Half-page ad: 
4 issues $250, or $125/issue 

Maximum Ad dimensions: 9.2” x 3.75” or 4.6” x 7.5” 
 

 Full-page ad: 
4 issues $500, or $250/issue 

Maximum Ad dimensions: 9.2” x 7.5” 
 

If you are interested in advertising in the Overview, or would 
like additional information, please contact Branden Roe, the 
Overview Editor at branden.m.roe@gmail.com. 
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Q. Where are you from originally? 

A.  From Cleveland, OH, but I’ve been in 
SW Florida for the past 4 years. 
 

Q. What college/university did you 
attend/graduate from? Please list 
your degree(s) and if you have any 
specialized training. 
A.  I attended Cleveland State 
University for both my undergrad and 
my master’s degree. My undergrad is in 
music education and my master’s is in 
Urban Planning and Development. Fun 
fact, Norm Krumholz, the father of 
Equity Planning was one of my 
professors!  
 

Q. How did you become involved in 
FPZA and how long have you been a member? 

A. I joined FPZA last year, after joining the team at RVi. 
 

Q. What is your current position and area(s) of expertise? 

A. I am current a Senior Project Manager at RVi Planning + Landscape 
Architecture and I’m based out of the Sarasota office. My specialty area is 
urban infill development and form-based code. 
 

Q. What are your hobbies and interests? 

A. I enjoy reading, cooking, and exploring different communities. 
 

Q. Do you have a favorite travel spot? 

A. San Francisco has always been special to me. It’s a city that I never get tired of. 
It’s always changes but has such a strong history. 
 

Q. What book did you read last? 

A. Recently finished “There are No Children Here” by Alex Kotlowitz – a great book 
about growing up in inner Chicago. I’m not reading Scattershot, Bernie Taupin’s 
autobiography. He recounts the past several decades working as Elton John’s 
collaborator and lyricist. 
 

Q. If given the chance, who would you like  to be for a day? 

A. Adele. Because you know you’re an icon when you’re known by a single name. 
 

Q. Who inspires you? 

A. At RVi, I work very closely with a team of dedicated and talented planners 
around the state of Florida. We come from a diverse background and bring a 
different skillset to the table. They inspire me daily. 
 

Q. If a new college graduate asked you for advice about your field, 
what would you tell them?  
A. Take the time to learn how the process works and how development works. 
Learn what drives development decisions (often financing). There are some bad 
developers out there, but the majority are not. They are trying to make a tight deal 
happen but are usually open to compromising as long as they understand the 
benefits. 
 

Q. Do you have a motto or personal mantra that you like to live by? 

A. I appreciate da Vinci’s quote “Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication”. I think we 
often over analyze and over complicate simple issues. Oftentimes the most basic 

Member Profile: Tom Sacharski, AICP 
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About The Overview 

The  Overview is a quarterly newsletter published by the Florida Planning 
and Zoning Association. The contents of these newsletters include 
contributions from our members across the state. The issues are issues in 
the Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall following the quarterly Board of 
Director’s meetings. 

 

Contributions 

The  Overview offers an opportunity for contributions from our members to 
share an opinion, review or analysis of a current planning topic of personal 
or state interest.  
 

We are looking for contributions for upcoming issues of the Overview.  One 
time or recurring contributors are welcome. Contributions can include, but 
are not limited to: news articles, press releases, analytic reviews and 
narratives, legal briefs and reviews.  
 

The views expressed in the Overview are those of the Editor or other 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Florida 
Planning & Zoning Association.  Articles may be edited to conform to 
space and/or style requirements, and may be reserved for use in later 
issues if appropriate. 
 

If you are interested in submitting a contribution, or would like additional 
information, please contact Branden Roe, the Overview Editor at 
branden.m.roe@gmail.com. 

answer to an issue leads to the most successful solution. 
 

Q. What do you think you’d be doing now if you hadn’t chosen 
your current profession? 

A. I think I ended up where I’m supposed to be. Planning is such a niche 
field and I don’t think many people set out to be urban planners when 
finishing high school. One year of teaching junior high choir can make you 
reevaluate your life choices. I’ll take a room full of elected officials and 
upset community members over 100 hormonal young adults any day. 
 

Q. What personal goals would you like to achieve (before you 
retire)? 

A. (1) Focus on projects that inspire me. (2) Give back to the Planning 
community. (3) Lead a diverse planning team. (4) Become a millionaire (jk, 
we’re urban planners, not developers). 
 

 

Q. What are three career lessons you’ve learned thus far? 

A. (1) Stay open minded and you’ll learn a lot. (2) Put in the hard work 
early in your career and network. It’ll pay off in the long term. (3) Never be 
afraid to stand up for yourself and your beliefs. (4) (because I think it’s 
important) Think about what you don’t want to see when planning – not 
what you want. I think communities often focus on what they want to see 
when writing code and it limits a lot of creativity and other great 
opportunities when it comes to development and the growth of the 
community. 
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 OVERVIEW  
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  P l a n n i n g  a n d  Z o n i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  

President Smith called the meeting to order at 9:04 
AM.  The following were present:  
 

Diane Chadwick – Suncoast 

Dan Smith – Calusa   
Branden Roe – Overview Editor 

Rhea Lopes – Suncoast 

Katie LaBarr – Gulf Coast 

Jim Barnes – South Florida/Gulfstream 

Helen LaValley - Surfcoast 

Tom Sacharski  – Gulf Coast  
Jeremie Chastain - Calusa 

Jamie Schindewolf - Gulf coast   
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
Roll call was conducted. President Smith welcomed 
everyone and thanked them for participating in 
today's meeting.   
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: DAN SMITH 

President Smith requested volunteers to do a bylaw 
review prior to the next meeting. Helen volunteered 
to do a first round of suggested edits and then send 
out to the group to review. Volunteers include Dan, 
Diane and Katie. That group will make 
recommendations and send out to the full Board for 
discussion.  
 

He noted that the forum at Bonnet Springs Park the 
day prior was well attended, despite rainy weather. 
The tour was exceptional and a full three hours of 
education was completed.    
 

PRESIDENT ELECT’S REPORT: KATIE LABARR 

As the new PDO, Katie will be submitting credits for 
the Forum. Katie suggested creating a template 
event evaluation form through Google Docs that all 
chapters can use. Helen will send the sample from 
Surfcoast to Katie and Suzanne. Jeremie will begin 
submitting for the conference once sessions are 
confirmed. Katie will pull the 2023 summary of 
credits for the next meeting.  
 

VP MEMBERSHIP REPORT: JAMIE 
SCHINDEWOLF 

The membership report was presented with all 
current paid members and a report of membership 
by Chapter. Chapters should be doing outreach 
locally to encourage renewals. The group requested 
that another paper mailing be done to non-renewals 
offering that they would be good through June 2025. 
Suzanne will mail those out in the next couple of 
weeks.  
 

Jamie is reviewing sample membership surveys to 
send out prior to the next meeting so that results can 
be discussed.  
 

Katie recommended Tom Sacharski consider 
supporting Jamie with membership engagement/
support. 
 

VP FINANCIAL AFFAIRS REPORT: JEREMIE 
CHASTAIN 

Current financials were presented. Revenue was 
down compared to prior year and budget, 
primarily due to renewals. Expenses were also 
below prior year and budget so that helps offset 
the revenue loss.    
 

Proposed budget for 2024 should be presented at 
the June Board meeting for approval. Katie will 
work with Jeremie to review the process.  
 

Chapter financials from 2023 are due to Jeremie 
or FPZA Office by February 15th. 
 

Suzanne presented the Engagement Letter from 
the CPA for discussion/approval. Katie made a 
motion to authorize Suzanne to execute the 
Engagement letter. Diane seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

2023 STATE CONFERENCE: JIM BARNES 

Jim noted that the Chapter was able to cover the 
difference in the F&B minimum. Jim will send over 
the final financial report to Suzanne. Other Board 
members shared that the feedback in general 
from members has been positive.  
 

 

2024 STATE CONFERENCE: JEREMIE 
CHASTAIN 

Save the Date was included in last Overview – 
June 5-7 at the Sunseeker Resort. Calusa 
Chapter had a Board meeting to determine which 
volunteers will assist with specific items and those 
assignments have been made. Conference theme 
is Adventure Awaits. Call for sessions is available 
now (March 1st deadline) as well as 
sponsorships. Registration should be online 
shortly.  
 

2024 ANNUAL AWARDS: 
Awards nomination deadline is March 25th. The 
committee will be chaired by Katie as the Chair-
Elect and include Helen, Diane, Jim and Tom. 
Applications should go to info@fpza.org should be 
online shortly.  
 

OVERVIEW EDITOR: BRANDEN ROE 

Deadline for articles/information is February 9th 
with a potential publishing mid-February. Items 
needed: 
1.  Word from the President – Dan Smith 

2. Cover Story –  Regional Forum – Diane 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes  

January 20, 2024  

Chadwick 

3.  Member Spotlight – Tom Sacharski 
4.  Call for Award Entries – Katie LaBarr 
5.  Student Scholarship Application – Eli Brown 

6.  Conference Sponsorship Opportunities, Call 
for Speakers & Registration Form – Jeremie 
Chastain 

7.  BOD Meeting Minutes – Suzanne 

8.  Any Board President changes need to be 
sent for updates 

to the end of the calendar/fiscal year.  
 

CHAPTER REPORTS 

 First Coast – Not present.  
 Springs – Not present.  
 Surfcoast – Ended year with awards gala 

and best attendance in several years. New 
Board (President & Vice President) and first 
Board meeting is at the end of the month.  
Helen will see if the group is willing to host 
the next forum. Potential Dates of 3/23 or 
3/30  

 Central Florida – Not present. 
 Suncoast – Held forum the day prior at 

Bonnet Springs. Potential new Board 
member coming as well.     

 Calusa – Focusing on planning conference. 
 Gulf Coast – Several presentations in 2023 

and looking for new meeting space for 
bimonthly meetings in 2024 to expand.   
Would like to host a fall forum at Waterside 
at Lakewood Ranch with a walking tour.  

 Gulfstream/South Florida – Membership 
has increased. Working on new Board 
members.   

 

QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

Potentially Surfcoast to host 3/23 or 3/30. Board 
meeting following conclusion of Conference at 
Sunseeker on June 7th. Potential Gulf Coast to 
host forum and Board meeting on 10/11 and 
10/12 

 

ADJOURN – With no further business the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:36am.  

http://www.fpza.org

