e VOLUME 15
e |[SSUE 2

- OVERVIEW

DEVELOPING FLORIDA’S PLANNING
PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1951

64TH ANNUAL STATE FPZA CONFERENCE
2016 FPZA CONFERENCE UPDATE
BY: 64th Annual FPZA State Conference Committee

The 64th Annual FPZA State Conference is approaching
on June 1-3, 2016 at the Omni Hotel in Downtown
Jacksonville, and the First Coast Chapter is pleased to
present some of the highlights for the upcoming
conference. The 2016 FPZA State Conference is themed
“The Impacts of Animating Public Spaces.”

A Welcome Reception on the Omni Downtown’s Pool
Deck and a Downtown Art Walk Workshop will officially
kick off the 64" Annual Conference Wednesday evening.
Sessions on Thursday and Friday will cover a number of
topics but a couple sessions are highlighted below:

e  The Downtown Public Parklet program - a platform
constructed in the footprint of one or two parallel
onstreet parking spaces that effectively extend the
sidewalk. For a modest cost, well-placed parklets
can attract significant and diverse crowds, animating
sidewalks and bolstering small businesses, while
truly creating “places”.

e  The Mobility Plan: Five Years Later - a panel session analyzing the positives and negatives of the Mobility fee program since its implementation
in Northeast Florida five years ago.

o  Systems Thinking in Community Design — takes a comprehensive look at the diverse systems needed to create high performance communities;
dynamic workforce, mobility, environmental impacts, infrastructure-as-a-service, distributed energy generation, changing demographics,
Internet of Things, food production and waste removal.

o National Preservation/National Register District - session discusses the steps involved in the National Preservation/National Register District
designations.

In addition to the session above, the First Coast Chapter has incorporate a number of active tours to the conference schedule, including the
Downtown Jacksonville Art Walk Workshop on the opening night, a Riverboat Tour on the St. John’s River, a walking tour of Downtown
Jacksonville’s Historic Buildings, and a campus tour of the University of North Florida, a LEED Campus in the Jacksonville metro area.

The First Coast Chapter looks forward to welcoming conference attendees from all corners of the state to the 64" Annual FPZA State Conference in
beautiful downtown Jacksonville. The Early Bird deadline for conference registration is May 1%, after which registration costs increase by $25.00.
See everyone June 1%
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A WORD FROM THE
PRESIDENT

As we move through spring to the

beginning of summer time, the

focus is now on the annual state

conference, which will be held

Wednesday, June 1% through

Saturday, June 4", in downtown

Jacksonville. The conference is

being hosted by our First Coast

Chapter, which is working out the

final touches to make this both an

educational and interesting event.

Keep in mind that this is also an

opportunity to recognize

achievement in our profession with the annual awards, so

encourage professionals in your chapter to enter a project
or plan you think is worthwhile of recognition. If you have

not yet registered for the conference, now is the time to do
so to receive the early bird rate, which ends May 1.

| want to thank our friends in the Central Florida Chapter for
hosting our most recent Regional Forum this past Friday,
April 1%, The topic, Healthy Communities, was timely, as |
learned that this is an emerging issue of concern to
planners, hearing how community design is a factor
influencing the health of those inhabiting our communities.
The featured speaker was Jim Sellen, from VHB, Inc., a
planning professional instrumental in the design of many of
the communities in the central Florida area. In addition to a
very informative and thought provoking presentation, there
were also several experts in this field, which made for
some very interesting audience participation.

| also want to thank Doug Kelly of GAI Consultants for
graciously holding the forum and quarterly state board of
directors meeting at the GAI building in downtown Orlando.
Quarterly forums are a great opportunity to experience
another part of our state from our home turf. The forum was
also an opportunity to try something new, like in this case,
to stroll through this very walkable area of the downtown,
including Lake Eola Park.

Your state board has been looking at opportunities this past
year to strengthen our chapters, as we are now seeing a
trend of increasing, rather than decreasing membership
statewide, as we have during the past several years. We
will continue that effort, as we move through spring and
summer, into fall, by updating our Strategic Plan so we can
better promote our organization’s stated goals. | invite all
of you to participate in this planning effort that we will take
up at our upcoming state board of directors meetings at the
conference and meeting this fall.

To conclude, as | always do, | challenge each of you to
take the time to get involved, if you are not already
involved, locally in your chapter. If you are involved, think of
ways you can make your chapter even stronger. | look
forward to catching up to each of you at the Annual State
Conference in Jacksonville!
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WHO BELONGS TO
THE
FLORIDA PLANNING
AND
ZONING
ASSOCIATION?

MEN AND WOMEN WHO
ARE...

Planning professionals - public and
private zoning staff, transportation
engineers, land-use lawyers, expert
witnesses, members of the Florida
Bar, city, county and state elected
officials, members of local planning
and zoning boards, university
professors, architects, landscape
architects, housing professionals,
real estate agents, transportation
specialists, surveyors, marketing
professionals, communications
directors, graphic artists, students
of land planning, public relations
professionals...and more.

FOR A CHANCE TO
NETWORK WITH LIKE-
MINDED PROFESSIONALS
AND COMMUNITY LEADERS,
WHY NOT JOIN US?

Call the state office of FPZA at
(407)895-2654 for chapter
membership within Florida and your
local community. Visit our website
at www.FPZA org.

THE 64TH ANNUAL FPZA CONFERENCE
JUNE 1, 2016 - JUNE 3, 2016

OVERVIEW

Spring 2016 Regional Forum Recap

By: Eric Raasch and Scott Stuart

The Central Florida Chapter hosted the 2016 Spring Regional Forum
on April 1, 2016 at the GAI Consultants building in downtown Orlando.
A turnout of around 30 professionals attended a presentation by Jim
Sellen (VHB, Inc.) on healthy community planning. Mr. Sellen's
presentation focused on the health epidemics that are facing our
communities and the costs associated with the crisis. Mr. Sellen
suggested strategies to incorporate healthy community principles into
Comprehensive Plans and land development regulations in an attempt
to mitigate the crisis. Per the presentation, the following heathly
community principles should be considered:

e  People before cars

e  Sites for community buildings — local art, culture, gathering places
e "Place" focused — emphasize visual appeal, connectivity and
authenticity

Connections to green spaces and nature

Mix of uses

Multiple modes of transportation — walking, cycling, cars, transit
Access to healthy and affordable food

for job creation and businesses

Connects residents to economic opportunities — both as pathways to employment centers and magnets

Following the presentation and a lengthy question and answer session, the group socialized at the World of

Beer overlooking Lake Eola. Good times!

SAVE THE DATE!

HOSTED BY THE FIRST COAST CHAPTER
IN
DOWNTOWN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
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Would you like an opportunity to share an opinion,
review or analysis of a current planning topic of
personal or state interest?

We are looking for contributions for upcoming issues
of the Overview. One time or recurring contributors
are welcome. Contributions can include, but are not
limited to: news articles, press releases, analytic
reviews and narratives, legal briefs and reviews. The
views expressed in the Overview are those of the
Editor or other contributors and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Florida Planning & Zoning
Association. Articles may be edited to conform to
space and/or style requirements, and may be
reserved for use in later issues if appropriate.

If you are interested in submitting a contribution, or
would like additional information, please contact
Branden Roe, the Overview Editor at
branden.roe@mymanatee.org.

Quarter, half and full page advertising space is
available. Exact ad dimensions and costs are
available on request. All advertisements should
be sent as a .jpg or .tif.

BUSINESS CARD AD:
4 issues $100, or $50/issue
Maximum Ad dimensions: 2” x 3.5”

QUARTER-PAGE AD:
4 issues $150, or $75/issue
Maximum Ad dimensions: 4.6” x 3.75” or 2.3” x 7.25”

HALF-PAGE AD:
4 issues $250, or $125/issue
Maximum Ad dimensions: 9.2” x 3.75” or 4.6” x 7.5”

FULL-PAGE AD:
4 issues $500, or $250/issue
Maximum Ad dimensions: 9.2” x 7.5”

Contact the FPZA office at (407)895-2654 or
fpza@bellsouth.net for more information.
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MEMBER PROFILE
ERIC RAASCH, AICP

Q. WHERE ARE YOU FROM ORIGINALLY?
A. | was born in Savannah, Georgia and | grew up in
Jacksonville, Florida.

Q. WHAT COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY DID YOU ATTEND/GRADUATE
FROM? PLEASE LIST YOUR DEGREE(S) AND IF YOU HAVE ANY
SPECIALIZED TRAINING.

A. My undergraduate degree is a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration, Economics from the
University of Central Florida (UCF). | also have a Master
of Real Estate Development from the University of
Maryland, College Park.

Q. How DID YOU BECOME INVOLVED IN FPZA AND HOW
LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER?

A. | have been a member since 2005 (with the exception
of my time up north in grad school) and | joined the
Central Florida Chapter board in 2011.

Q. WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT POSITION AND AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE?

A. | currently manage the Development Review Committee (DRC) Office for Orange County,
Florida. We are responsible for processing all Land Use Plans (Planned Developments),
Preliminary Subdivision Plans, Development Plans and Change Determinations that come through
the County review process. We processed over 330 requests last year so it is a bit overwhelming at
times.

Q. WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND INTERESTS?
A. Right now | am really into cycling, trying new eating / drinking establishments, traveling and
playing blackjack. My wife and | also have season tickets to UCF football and Orlando City Soccer.

Q. WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU’D BE DOING NOW IF YOU HADN’T CHOSEN YOUR CURRENT PROFESSION?
A. | am pretty good with numbers and rules, so | would probably be an accountant.

Q. IF A NEW COLLEGE GRADUATE ASKED YOU FOR ADVICE ABOUT YOUR FIELD, WHAT WOULD YOU TELL
THEM?
A. It's really simple:

e  Work hard. Don’t expect to leave at 5, even if you work in the public sector.

e  Meet all of the people you possibly can—public, private, residents, attorneys,
planners, engineers, politicians, etc. This is a people business.

e Research things before you pass them off, even if they aren’t in your scope of
responsibility. You will learn more that way.

e Don’t shy away from difficult conversations or situations.

e  When you are upset and write a scathing email, don’t push send until you re-read it
in the morning.

e  Planning theory isn’t always politically realistic or practical. Understand the situation.

Q. WHAT PERSONAL GOALS WOULD YOU LIKE TO ACHIEVE (BEFORE YOU RETIRE)?

A. | would like for the Central Florida Chapter to double the membership of the Surfcoast Chapter. |
would also like to oversee the buildout of Orange County’s east and west growth centers so we can
take a realistic look at infill and redevelopment.
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2016 Planning Awards Call for Entries - Deadline May 9, 2016
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MEMBERSHIP IN FPZA

DUES

TO JOIN THE FLORIDA PLANNING AND ZONING ASSOCIATION, IDENTIFY A CHAPTER CONTAINING YOUR LOCATION ON THE LIST AT LEFT. REFER TO THE
CURRENT LIST OF CHAPTER DUES BELOW TO DETERMINE THE APPROPRIATE DUES AMOUNT. THESE AMOUNTS INCLUDE BOTH STATE AND LOCAL DUES.

A NOTE ABOUT AGENCY DUES:
+ To find out the chapter you will belong to, visit the FPZA website.
The minimum number of individuals for a group is now
four, but there is no longer a maximum number; you
may add an unlimited number of additional people to
your overall group. You now also have the option to
pay a group rate for a combined group with members
of different local chapters or for combinations of
professional staff and board/commission members, ra-
ther than the previously separate categories.

+ Return your application form with payment to:
FPZA
Post Office Box568544
Orlando, Florida 32856-8544
Fax: (407) 895-2654

+ For questions call (407) 895-2654 or email fpza@bellsouth.net

Type of Membership Applying For: O Individual 0O Agency (minimum fourreps) O Student (copy of i.d. required)

Name: Email:

Company: FPZA Chapter:
Address: City, State, Zip:
Phone: Fax:

If Agency, list additional names and email addresses below (minimum four per agency):

Name: Email:
Name: Email:
Name: Email:
Name: Email:
Name: Email:
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