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By: Alexis Crespo, AICP, LEED AP 

 

Amendment 4, commonly referred to as 

ñHometown Democracy,ò is by no means 

a new topic of discussion for planners 

across the State of Florida. Florida 

Hometown Democracy, the chief 

proponents and organizers behind this 

ñvote on everythingò amendment to 

Floridaôs Growth Management Act, failed 

to collect enough signatures to reach the 
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ballot in 2004, 2006 and 2008, but in 

June 2009, the Secretary of State 

certified that they achieved enough 

signatures to appear on the 2010 ballot 

as ñAmendment 4.ò This controversial 

issue will be facing the voting public in 

just eight months time.  

The ñHometown Democracyò movement 

has built momentum over the past years 

throughout the state, largely due to some 

Floridiansô frustration with the perceived 

corruption of elected officials. Proponents 

of the amendment feel that county and 

city commissions ñrubberstampò land use 

changes, rather than serve the public 

interest. In a recent debate in Collier 

County, Lesley Blackner, one of the land 

use attorneys that founded the 

movement, stated, ñsome jurisdictions 

hand out (comprehensive) plan 

amendments like it is Halloween candy.ò 

Current estimates indicate that 

approximately 63% of the voting public is 

in support of Amendment 4. Perhaps one 

of the greatest strengths of the Florida 

ñHometown Democracyò movement is 

the clever selection of their nameðthe 

term alone sparks images of Lady Liberty 

and the preservation of small town 

America.  

 

Most professional planners have a much 

different opinion on the current 

comprehensive plan amendment 

process, and are well aware of the 

considerable amount of time involved in 

preparing amendments, including the 

compilation of extensive data and 

analysis, as well as developing 

appropriate justifications for the proposal 

in terms of projected population growth 

and needs analysis. Planners are also 

aware of the lengthy and in-depth review 

conducted by a number of local, regional, 

and state agencies to ensure the 

proposed amendment is appropriate and 

will not negatively impact public health, 

safety, and welfare, as required by 

Floridaôs Growth Management Act.  
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Hello to FPZA members: 
 

I hope you are all surviving the 

cold and dreary weather we are 

having.  It is hard to remember 

when we had such sustained 

cold and now grey skies.   

 

I would like to mention three dates of important 

events for our association and I hope that you 

will consider attending.   

 

Thursday, March 25 ï ñPlanning Day 2010ò 

joint program with the University of Florida 

Urban and Regional Planning Program, held 

at Citylab-Orlando.  This will provide for 

interaction with planning graduate students and 

professionals as well as AICP CM credits in 

ethics and law.  It is a great opportunity for us to 

give back to these students, who may be 

understandably nervous about their careers at 

this time.  We are looking for some private and 

public folks to engage in a ñspeed interviewingò 

exercise with students at this event.  If your 

organization would be interested in participating, 

please contact me. Citylab is a very cool design 

center, opened in October 2009, run by UF and 

UCF and housed at the UCF Center for 

Emerging Media in downtown Orlando.  We will 

be posting more information on this event on the 

website (fpza.org) and there is further 

information in this newsletter. 

 

Friday, April 23 ï FPZA Strategic Planning 

session.  Prior to Saturdayôs board meeting in 

beautiful Ft. Myers Beach, we will engage in an 

afternoon of strategic planning.  The purpose 

will be to examine what we are doing now, our 

strengths and weaknesses, and to map out 

ways to strengthen our chapters and our overall 

organization, as well as improving member 

services.  All members are welcome!!!  The 

exact location is TBD, so please check back at 

our website for updated information. 

 

(continued on Page 5) 
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PRESIDENT 

Thad Crowe, AICP 

City of Daytona Beach 

301 South Ridgewood Avenue 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32114 

386-671-8120 phone 

386-671-3971 fax 

crowet@codb.us 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Rachel Layton, AICP 

Design Team West 

435 12th Street West 

Bradenton, Florida 34205 

941-748-2604 phone 

941-750-6779 fax 

rachel.layton@dtw-fl.com 
 

VP MEMBER SERVICES 

Nancy M. Roberts 

AECOM 

150 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 200 

Orlando, Florida 32801 

407-843-6552 phone 

407-839-1789 fax 

nancy.roberts@aecom.com 
 

VP FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 

Brady M. Woods 

Powell Fragala & Associates 

P. O. Box  6467 

Lakeland, Florida 33807 

863-644-0951 phone 

863-644-3750 fax 

brady@pfaplanners.com  
 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

C. Douglas Kelly, AICP 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

301 East Pine Street, Suite 500 

Orlando, Florida 32801 

407-423-8398 ext. 3068 phone 

D.Kelly@gaiconsultants.com 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR 

Wanda Classe 

Florida Planning & Zoning Association 

P. O. Box 568544 

Orlando, Florida 32856 

407-895-2654 phone 

407-895-2654 fax 

fpza@bellsouth.net 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
 
APALACHEE - Mary-Frances Mullins  
1832 South Magnolia Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301  
850-878-6357 / 850-878-6357 fax  
mfmullins@comcast.net 
 

CALUSA - Alexis Crespo, AICP, LEEP AP 
EnSite 
1514 Broadway, Suite 201 
Fort Myers, Florida 33901 
239-226-0024 / 239-226-0094 fax  
AlexisC@en-site.com 
 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Scott A. Stuart 
Kelly, Collins & Gentry, Inc.  
1700 North Orange Avenue, Suite 400 
Orlando, Florida 32804 
407-898-7858 / 407-898-1488 fax 
sastuart@kcgcorp.com 
 
FIRST COAST - Lara K. Diettrich 
Kimely-Horn and Associates 
8657 Baypine Road, Suite 300 
Jacksonville, Florida 32256 
904-828-3967 
Lara.diettrich@kimely-horn.com 
 
GULFCOAST - Courtney Mendez, AICP 
City of Sarasota 
P. O. Box  1058 
Sarasota, Florida 34230 
941-954-4195  
courtney.mendez@sarasotagov.com 
 
GULFSTREAM - Terry Virta, AICP  
Terry L. Virta & Associates, Inc. 

3101 Park Avenue 
Riviera Beach, Florida 33404 
561-718-1343 / 561-863-7682 fax 
tlv31987@hotmail.com 
 
HEARTLAND - Don Neu, AICP 
WilsonMiller, Inc. 
6900 Professional Parkway East 
Sarasota, Florida 34240 
941-907-6900 / 941-907-6910 fax 
donneu@wilsonmiller.com 
 

SOUTH FLORIDA - Leigh Kerr, AICP 
Leigh Robinson Kerr & Associates, Inc. 
808 East Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 104 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
954-467-6308 / 954-467-6309 fax 
lkerr808@bellsouth.net 
 
SPRINGS - Joseph Quinn  
Coastal Engineering Associates, Inc.  

966 Candlelight Blvd.  
Brooksville, Florida 34601  
352-796-9423  
 
SUNCOAST - Robyn Cole 
Genesis Group 
3910 US Highway 301 North, Suite 140 
Tampa, Florida 
813-620-4500 / 813-620-4980 fax 
rcole@genesisgroup.com  
 
SURFCOAST - John Thomson, AICP 
Volusia County 
123 W. Indiana Avenue 
Deland, Florida 32720 
386-736-5959 
jthomson@co.volusia.fl.us 

 

NORTHWEST - VACANT 

SUWANNEE - VACANT 

óOVERVIEWô EDITOR 

Paula N.C. McMichael, AICP 

paulamcmichael@gmail.com 

 

óOVERVIEWô LAYOUT DESIGNER 

Kimberly Young 

kimberlyyoung526@hotmail.com 
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2010 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE  
 

CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS:  

Kathleen Thompson  

(941) 748-4501 x 6841  

kathleen.thompson@mymanatee.org  

Stephen Thompson  

(941) 748-2216  

sthompson@najmythompson.com  

 

PROGRAM/MOBILE TOUR CO-CHAIRS:  

Courtney Mendez  

(941) 954-4195  

courtney.mendez@sarasotagov.com  

Sharon Tarman  

(941) 748-4501 x 6863  

sharon.tarman@mymanatee.org 

 

 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: 
Tim Dorsey, Author  

Former Tampa Tribune writer  

Friday evening banquet - June 11th, 2010 

2010 FPZA CONFERENCE 
ñRE-ESTABLISHING LOCAL COMMUNITIESò 

RITZ CARLTON ROOM RATE NOTICE 
Make your Sarasota Ritz-Carlton hotel reservation 

now!  Call 1-800-241-3333 to make your room 

reservation and mention Florida Planning & Zoning 

Meeting to receive the $159 per night rate. Also for 

your added convenience, go to: www.ritzcarlton.com/

sarasota, enter date of stay, expand the optional 

information section and enter Group 

Code: FZAFZAA.  Simple as that!  

 

Please note: You must be a speaker and/or registrant of 

the conference to take advantage of the great room rate! 

SPRING 2010 

OVERVIEW 
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June 9 th thru 12 th,  2010   
The Ritz-Carlton - Sarasota 

Propose a session for the Florida Planning & 

Zoning Associationôs 2010 State Conference.  

Please focus your proposals on the theme of 

the conference: ñRe-Establishing Local 

Communities.ò  The Florida Planning & Zoning 

Associationôs 2010 State Conference will be 

held at the Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota from June 

9th through June 12th, 2009. 

 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
2010 FPZA STATE CONFERENCE 

The conference is an opportunity to earn 16+ CM 

credits and bring together the players in the 

planning world, including planners, developers, 

attorneys, elected officials, engineers, citizens, 

environmentalists, and design professionals. The 

conference provides an excellent forum for 

bringing together interested parties to discuss 

common concerns and challenges; to discuss new 

programs and topics; and to share important 

lessons learned. 

  

Take this opportunity to develop professionally and share your ideas with planners, developers, 

engineers, architects, attorneys, and public officials.  REQUEST YOUR ñSESSION PROPOSAL 

FORMò by emailing Program Co-Chairôs Courtney Mendez, 

courtney.mendez@sarasotagov.com, or Sharon Tarman, sharon.tarman@mymanatee.org.   

 

Then simply submit your proposal for a general session, include the CM form, to the Program Co-

Chairôs at the above e-mail addresses.  Session proposal deadline: February 26th, 2010 

 

YOU WILL BE CONTACTED BY MARCH 19TH, 2010 IF YOUR PROGRAM/SESSION IS SELECTED.  

 

For more conference details visit www.fpza.org or e-mail kathleen.thompson@mymanatee.org or 

SThompson@najmythompson.com 

NEW!   
CONFERENCE INFO 
 

 

TWO WAYS TO REGISTER!  

 

Online at www.fpza.org  

(Visa or MasterCard)  

 

Or by mail: 

Make checks payable to FPZA  

and mail to: 

Ellen Wile, c/o NAJMY THOMPSON, PL 

1401 8th Avenue West 

Bradenton FL 34205 

ewile@najmythompson.com 

Bus (941) 748-2216 / Fax (941) 748-2218 

  

 

ñPLANNING IN A NUTSHELLò 

WORKSHOP 

 

Friday, June 11th, 2010 

1:30pm ï 5:00pm  

(separate registration required) 

  

This session is designed to provide a 

basic overview of planning and zoning 

concepts. Elected and appointed officials, 

new and seasoned practitioners, as well 

as interested citizens, should consider 

attending this workshop. The session will 

cover topics such as land use law issues, 

including quasi judicial vs. legislative 

hearings; the Sunshine Law; ex parte 

communications; good planning concepts 

and designs; how to conduct or participate 

in planning meetings; and review the 

involvement of varied and special 

interests. 

  

 

MOBILE WORKSHOP 

 

Friday, June 11th, 2010 

1:30pmð5:00pm 

Tools for Revitalization:  

Exploring the New Town Neighborhood of 

Sarasota 

2 0 1 0  FP ZA CO NFE R E NCE   
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2 0 1 0  FP ZA CO NFE R E NCE   

PARTNER LEVEL ($2,500) 
This deluxe package demonstrates to the conference attendees 

your deep commitment to FPZAôs future and professional 

development. To acknowledge and support your sponsorship, we 

honor your commitment to FPZA through the following benefits: 

¶ Special recognition at the Opening Reception and Presidentôs Reception 

¶ Full page ad in the OVERVIEW  

¶ Company logo in advertising, FPZA website, and conference program 

¶ Recognition at Opening Sessions 

¶ Sponsor website link from FPZA website (maximum six months) 

¶ Exhibit Display Table 

¶ One (1) full conference registration 

 

JOINT VENTURE LEVEL ($1,500) 
This package shows your strong support and commitment to FPZAôs 

future and professional development. We honor your participation 

through the following benefits: 

¶ Half-page ad in the OVERVIEW 

¶ Company logo in advertising, FPZA website, and conference program 

¶ Recognition at Opening Sessions 

¶ Two (2) complimentary dinner tickets 

2010 CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING A SPONSOR FOR THE 2010 FPZA  ANNUAL CONFERENCE.   

YOUR SPONSORSHIP DEMONSTRATES YOUR STRONG SUPPORT AND BELIEF IN FPZA.  THANK YOU! 

ASSOCIATE LEVEL ($750) 
This package provides recognition to you, both at the conference and 

beyond. We honor your participation through the following benefits: 

¶ Quarter-page ad in the OVERVIEW 

¶ Company logo in conference program 

¶ Recognition at Opening Sessions 

¶ Two (2) complimentary lunch tickets (you choose which day) 

 

MOBILE WORKSHOP ($500) 
Sponsor a mobile workshop and come along for the ride! You will be 

remembered for the fun and informative tour that YOU sponsored. You 

sponsorship gives you: 

¶ On-site signage 

¶ Company logo in conference program 

¶ Recognition at Opening Sessions 

 

AFFILIATE LEVEL ($250) 
This package provides recognition to you, both at the conference. We 

honor your participation through the following benefits: 

¶ Company logo in conference program 

¶ Recognition at Opening Sessions 

CONFERENCE FEES BY MAY 19TH AFTER MAY 19TH 

Member Rate 

(includes all sessions & meals) 
$375  $425  

Non-Member Rate 

(includes all sessions & meals) 
$400  $450  

Student Rate 

(includes all sessions, breakfast & lunch only) 
$150  $175  

One Day Only Rate 

(includes all sessions & meals for that day) 
$200  $225  

ñPlanning in a Nutshell Workshopò $25  $35  

Please make check payable to ñFPZAò  

and mail to: 

NAJMY THOMPSON, PL 

1401 ï 8th Avenue West 

Bradenton FL 34205 

Attn: Ellen Wile 

ewile@najmythompson.com 

(941) 748-2216 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER ON-LINE  

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENT  CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

What:  A presentation and discussion on the approach to Community 

Redevelopment Agency Planning in Florida, including what 

current implementation tools support their successful design and 

construction to help urban spaces rediscover their role as stimulating 

places for shopping, entertainment, business, and cultural activities. 

Presenters are Peter C. Sechler, RLA, AICP, principal and senior 

landscape architect at AECOM, and Jason Burton, AICP,CNU-A, 

LEED-AP, Chief Planner with the City of Orlando. 

When:  Wednesday, March 3rd, 11:45 AM to 1:30 PM.  

Where: Disney Entrepreneur Center, Small Business 

Administration, 315 E. Robinson St., Suite 100, 

Orlando, FL 32801 

Who to contact:  RSVP by Friday, February 26, 2010 to Tara Lyons at 

tara.lyons@aecom.com.  Include óRSVP-CRA Planning 

Throughout Floridaô in the subject line of your email.  

How much: $15 

AICP CM Credits: 1.5  

http://www.fpza.org/main/page_conference_registration_form.html
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HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY  

(continued from Page 1) 

While planners and other professionals 

involved in the development industry can 

review and readily comprehend a 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment application, 

there is concern that the majority of the general 

public may not be able to process the 

considerable amount of data involved in these 

amendments. Unfortunately, understanding 

growth management law and the politics 

behind each land planning decision is not as 

simple as checking a box for ñyesò or ñno.ò  

Herein lies the key concern for planners in 

both the public and private sectors: How can 

we best educate the voting public on all of 

the integral components of each 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment on the 

ballot, which can range from large-scale land 

use changes to technically-based text 

amendments to adjustments to level of 

service standards, should Amendment 4 

pass? Estimates from Floridians for Smarter 

Growth, a group organized to oppose 

Amendment 4, indicate that upon economic 

recovery, most jurisdictions across the state 

would be processing several hundred 

amendments in each amendment cycle, 

making it difficult for the voting public to 

process the sheer number of amendments 

on their ballot, much less understand each 

one in detail.  

St. Pete Beachôs former mayor, Ward 

Friszolowski, is outspoken on how their local 

version of ñHometown Democracyò was 

disastrous for the Town and has virtually 

halted their ability to generate economic 

development. That townôs form of 

ñHometown Democracy,ò instituted in 2006, 

has resulted in multiple lawsuits and has 

caused the Town to fall out of compliance 

A WORD FROM 
THE PRESIDENT 

SPRING 2010 

OVERVIEW 
THE FLORIDA PLANNING & ZONING ASSOCIATION 

 (continued from Page 2) 

June 9-12 ï CONFERENCE!  This is the 

big one, and it promises to be a beacon of 

light in the current darkness.  Our 

conferences get better every year, with 

interesting programs, lively presenters, 16+ 

AICP CM credits, great venues (back to the 

luxurious Sarasota Ritz Carlton), and 

affordable prices.  The conference theme 

this year is ñRe-establishing Local 

Communitiesò with an emphasis on the 

grassroots rebuilding process that we all 

hope to be engaging in very soon.  Get in 

on the ground floor!   

 

Thank you for keeping your chapters and 

this association strong, and we look forward 

to seeing you at these events.   

-Thad 

UPCOMING FPZA  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
QUARTERLY MEETING 

 

APRIL 24, 2010 
8:30 AM - 12:00 NOON  

AT THE LEE COUNTY COMMUNITY  

DEVELOPMENT OFFICES 

1500 MONROE STREET 

FORT MYERS, FL 33901 
 

Visit the FPZA website www.fpza.org 

for more information.  Please call the FPZA Of-

fice at (407) 895-2654 if you would like to attend. 

with mandatory updates to their 

Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Friszolowski has 

stated, ñElections were chaotic, uncertain, 

expensive and infrequent.  Unable to 

update its comprehensive plan, the town 

soon fell out of compliance with state 

mandates.  Many local businesses, too, 

became victims of the impossible process. ò  

 

The Florida Chamber of Commerce also 

opposes Amendment 4 due to their 

concerns that the amendment will halt 

economic growth and construction 

throughout the State and prolong the 

current recession. "The 'Vote on Everything' 

amendment could mean a permanent 

recession for Florida's economy," said Mark 

Wilson, president of the Florida Chamber of 

Commerce and treasurer of Floridians for 

Smarter Growth. "This amendment will 

hopelessly complicate the planning process 

and indefinitely stall our state's economic 

recovery." A recently conducted economic 

survey prepared by the Washington 

Economics Group has indicated that 

approval of Amendment 4 could cost the 

state approximately 250,000 jobs across 

several industries.   

 

As planners, it is our role to provide the 

general public with the facts about 

Amendment 4 and educate voters about the 

basics of comprehensive planning, the 

Growth Management Act, and how this 

proposed amendment will negatively impact 

this 25-year-old process. By reaching out and 

educating the public about this amendment 

and its potential repercussions, the planning 

industry is well-poised to make a difference in 

this ongoing battle across the state.  

 

For more information from the opponents of 

Amendment 4, please visit 

www.florida2010.org. To learn more about the 

proponentôs platform, information is available at 

www.floridahometowndemocracy.com.  

 

Alexis Crespo is a principal planner with 

EnSite, a planning and design firm located 

in Fort Myers, Florida. She has spoken 

throughout the state about Hometown 

Democracy. 
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Citylab-Orlando, at the UCF Center for 

Emerging Media, is administered by the 

University of Floridaôs College of Design, 

Construction and Planning. After much planning 

and anticipation, on the part of DCP, members 

from the Orlando architecture community, UCF 

administration, and representatives from the City 

of Orlando, the center opened in October 2009. 

Currently, it hosts design programs from the 

School of Architecture and other studio classes 

from throughout the college. Run by Martin 

Gold, Chair of the School of Architecture, Citylab

-Orlando is an interdisciplinary design and 

research center. It links the resources of the 

academic community, the public sector, and 

private industry in order to offer innovative and 

visionary solutions to the problems and 

opportunities within the urban environment. 

 

PLANNING DAY 2010 

The Department of Urban and Regional 

Planning at the University of Florida is 

pleased to announce Planning Day 2010, to 

be held on March 26, 2010. This year, for the 

first time, the Planning Day Symposium will 

be held at Citylab-Orlando, the newly opened 

joint venture between the University of Florida 

and the University of Central Florida. 

 

Cosponsored by FPZA and Orlando Metro 

Section (OMS) of APA-FL, Planning Day will 

provide a forum for students and members of 

the community to interact and discuss 

relevant planning issues. Included in Planning 

Day will be two panels, one on Planning 

Ethics and another discussing the current 

Supreme Court case, Save Our Beaches v. 

Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection.  

 

Currently, under the Beach and Shore 

Preservation Act, local governments may 

restore beaches that have been eroded by 

storm events by adding sand beyond the Stateôs 

erosion control line.  Subsequently, the newly 

restored beach becomes State property, 

restricting the property rights of affected private 

property owners.  While it is unlikely that the 

case will be decided before Planning Day, a 

diverse panel of land use experts is being 

convened to discuss the implications of the 

Save Our Beaches v. Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection on coastal planning 

and development.  Experts on the panel include 

attorneys Nancy Stroud, of Lewis, Stroud and 

Deutsch; Stephen Thompson, of Najmy and 

Thompson; and Thomas Rupert, University of 

Florida Levin College of Law. The panel will be 

moderated by Professor Dawn Jourdan. The 

Ethics panel will be moderated by Professor 

Richard Schneider, and its panel members will 

be announced shortly. 

Planning Day Symposium attendance will 

provide 1.5 AICP CM credits for the Law 

Panel and 1.5 credits for the Ethics Panel. For 

those who register early (before March 15), 

the fee will be $40. Regular registration will be 

$50 for all 3 CM credits. Students will be 

exempted from charges.  

 

Other activities will include a career 

development session for current UF students, 

from 1:00 ï 3:00 PM, and a reception for DCP 

alumni, starting after the panel discussions, at 

the same location. For more information, to 

RSVP and for registration, please visit http://

www.dcp.ufl.edu/calendar/planning-day-2010. 

For further information, please contact Sarah 

Perch (sperch@ufl.edu) or Cindy Barton (352-

392-6098 x321, cmbarton@ufl.edu). 

At the open house for Citylab-Orlando in October, UF School of Architecture Director Martin Gold (center) 
describes an architecture graduate studio project to UF President Bernie Machen (at right) and UF College 

of Design, Construction and Planning Dean Christopher Silver (at left).  

STEPHEN THOMPSON 

Firm Principal 

NAJMY THOMPSON, P.L. 
 

Attorneys at Law 

(941) 748-2216 sthompson@najmythompson.com 

Leigh R. Kerr, AICP  

Ph: 954-467-6308 
Fax: 954-467-6309 

E-mail: Lkerr808@bellsouth.net 

¶ Planning 
¶ Zoning 
¶ Land Use 
¶ Expert  
    Testimony 

808 East Las Olas 
Boulevard 
Suite 104 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301  

K e r r  
&  As so c ia te s ,  In c .  
     Es ta bl ish ed 19 85  

www.LeighRobinsonKerr.com 

http://www.dcp.ufl.edu/calendar/planning-day-2010
http://www.dcp.ufl.edu/calendar/planning-day-2010
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AWARD CATEGORIES 

 

Itôs time again for consideration of the 

prestigious Florida Planning & Zoning 

Association Awards!  The FPZA Awards define 

the standard for land development and public/

private sector planning statewide. For several 

decades, the awards program has been a 

centerpiece of FPZAôs identification and 

promotion of best practices in all types of 

planning and development throughout the 

state. 

 

The Florida Planning and Zoning Association 

encourages members to submit award 

applications for the following award categories.  

Second-place awards may be given in some 

categories as determined by the awards 

committee. Projects must have been approved 

or completed during the past calendar year 

(2009).  Applications should include a cover 

letter that states the name of the project, the 

award category, the name of the recipient, the 

name and contact information of the applicant, 

and a brief description of the project and why it 

is deserving of this award.  The study must be 

included, or in the case of the development 

category, graphics and plans must be provided.  

Five application packets must be submitted.  

The categories are as follows: 

 

1. GEORGE W. SIMONS, JR. AWARD:  

Named after the founder of FPZA.  This award 

is given to a current member of FPZA who has 

continued to exemplify and espouse the 

purpose of the FPZA. 

 

2. OUTSTANDING PUBLIC DEVELOPMENT 

AWARD: This award is directed toward public 

"brick and mortar" projects. 

 

3. OUTSTANDING PUBLIC STUDY AWARD: 

This award is given for an outstanding public 

report, study, written document, ordinance, 

planning analysis, etc.  

 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 
FPZA STATE AWARDS CATEGORIES & CRITERIA 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2009 - DECEMBER 31, 2009 
ENTRY DEADLINE: MAY 14, 2010  

4. OUTSTANDING PRIVATE 

DEVELOPMENT AWARD:  This award is 

directed toward private sector "brick and 

mortar" projects. 

 

5. OUTSTANDING PRIVATE STUDY 

AWARD: This award is given for the 

outstanding private sector report, study, 

written document, planning analysis, etc.  

 

6.  DESIGN EXCELLENCE AWARD:  This 

award is given for a development plan which 

exhibits superior form and function. 

 

7. INNOVATION AWARD: This award will be 

given for an innovative public or private 

project or development which is unusual and/

or ahead of its time.   

 

8. OUTSTANDING LEGISLATOR AWARD:  

This award will be given to a Legislator who 

champions sound planning practices.  

 

9. OUTSTANDING JOURNALISM AWARD: 

This award will be presented to a journalist 

who effectively and accurately presents 

articles about planning and zoning issue to 

the public.   

 

10. OUTSTANDING CHAPTER AWARD:  

This award will be given to the most 

outstanding Chapter, based on the efforts of 

the Chapter in: 

a. Increasing and/or maintaining membership efforts; 

b. Achievement of FPZA goals; 

c. Quality of programs for chapter members. 

 

11. MOST IMPROVED CHAPTER AWARD: 

This award will be given to the Chapter that has 

shown the greatest improvement during 2009.  

 

Please note, public developments, projects, 

reports or studies are those prepared by a 

public agency or by a private firm or individual 

under contract to a public agency. Physical 

development projects must either be 

completed or sufficiently complete to 

demonstrate the attributes of the 

development or project.  

 

The Awards Committee shall have the right to 

reclassify applications where a determination 

is made that a submittal was made for an 

inappropriate award category. 

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

The following criteria will be used by the 

Awards Committee in judging the entries: 

 

THE GEORGE SIMONS, JR AWARD 

 

1. Candidate must be a current member of FPZA. 

2. Award will be based on a personôs work 

and efforts over time, rather than just for 

the past year. 

3. Work for which award is given must be 

directed toward the stated purposes of FPZA. 

 

THE OUTSTANDING PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT OR PROJECT 

AWARDS, THE OUTSTANDING PUBLIC 

OR PRIVATE REPORT OR STUDY 

AWARD, THE INNOVATION AWARD, THE 

DESIGN EXCELLENCE AWARD AND THE 

OUTSTANDING JOURNALISM AWARD 

 

1. Each of these award entry applications 

must state how the development, project 

or innovation meets one or more of the 

following purposes of FPZA: 

 

a. To promote cooperation among official 

planning and zoning boards and 

commissions, civic bodies, citizens, 

technicians and students interested in 

planning and zoning in the State of 

Florida; 

b. To cultivate and stimulate interest in 

planning and zoning in the State of 

Florida; 

c. To encourage the observance of sound 

planning and zoning practices; 

d. To furnish information, advice and 
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assistance to its members and provide a 

medium for exchanging information, 

advice and assistance among them; 

e. To engage in research and issue 

publications on planning and zoning and 

related matters; 

f. To promote education concerning matters 

related to planning and zoning. 

2. Each entry application will be further 

evaluated based on the following criteria: 

 

a. Innovativeness: 

¶ Introduction of an original concept. 

¶ Refinement of an existing technique or 

procedure. 

b. Effectiveness:  

¶ Impact of the project /strategy on the 

problem. 

c. Implementation: 

¶ Appropriateness of the project /strategy on 

the problem. 

¶ Adaptability of the project / strategy to 

changing conditions. 

¶ Consideration of and solution to practical 

constraints. 

d. Comprehensiveness: 

¶ Scope of project / strategy in relationship 

to the problem. 

¶ Consideration of all aspects of the 

problem. 

e. Clarity: 

¶ Clarity of the award entry application. 

 

THE OUTSTANDING ELECTED OFFICIAL 

AWARD 

 

This award shall be given to a local, state, or 

federal elected official who has championed 

sound planning practices and accomplished 

positive gains in areas such as smart growth, 

environmental preservation, sustainable 

development, or equity planning.   

 

THE OUTSTANDING CHAPTER AWARD 

AND THE MOST IMPROVED CHAPTER 

AWARD 

 

1. These awards are for Chapters of FPZA 

only. 

2. The Awards Committee will evaluate 

each Chapter entry application based on 

the following criteria: 

a. Efforts of the Chapter towards securing 

new members and maintaining old 

members; 

b. Efforts toward achieving the goals and 

purposes of FPZA; 

c. The quality, timeliness of, and 

attendance at Chapter Programs; 

d. Accomplishment of significant strides in 

Chapter development in general. 

3. The Awards Committee will also take into 

consideration the differences in size and 

resources of each Chapter. 

 

SUBMITTAL PROCEDURES 

 

1. A cover letter that states the name of the 

project, the award that is sought, the 

name of the recipient, the name and 

contact information of the applicant, and 

a brief description of the project and why 

it is deserving of this award.  

2. Attach a description of the individual, 

project, strategy or Chapter (depending 

on the award category) that is no longer 

than 3 pages in length. The evaluation of 

each entry application should include the 

following information, as applicable: 

a. Purpose of project, report or strategy; 

b. History or context within which the 

project is significant; 

c. Indication of expenditure of time, type 

of personnel, budget, population, and 

sizes of jurisdiction, if appropriate; 

d. Narrative justification for the award, 

using the appropriate evaluation 

criteria. 

3. A short statement is needed for the press 

release. On a separate sheet, attach a 

statement that succinctly outlines the 

individualôs merits, project benefits, or the 

strategy of the Chapter that will be 

published in the appropriate newspapers. 

This statement should be no more than 

three sentences in length. Please provide 

a list of local papers and magazines that 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 
the press release should be sent to. The 

list should include the name of the 

newspaper, the contact person, address, 

e-mail and phone number. 

4. For entry applications regarding a project 

or report, five (5) copies of the report, plan 

or document must be submitted with 

entry. 

5. For entries regarding a physical 

development project, five (5) photographs 

illustrating key features of the project shall 

be submitted in jpeg format. Each 

photograph shall be labeled, indicating the 

view contained in the photograph. 

6. For the George W. Simons, Jr. Award, an 

FPZA member shall submit a statement 

with the entry. The statement may be 

endorsed by any number of individuals 

who need not be members of FPZA.  

7. For a development or project, a one (1) 

page statement in support of the 

development or project written by an 

official of an agency involved in the review 

or approval of the development or project 

shall be submitted with the entry. 

8. Winners of the Outstanding Project 

Awards, the Design Excellence Award, 

and Innovation Award will be required to 

provide material for a graphic display at 

the Annual Conference. 

9. For the Outstanding Journalism, 

Outstanding Chapter and Most Improved 

Chapter Awards, a one (1) page 

statement in support of the nominee is 

required. However, other supporting data 

is encouraged. 

10. There are no entry fees. 

11. All completed entries are to be mailed to 

the following address and be received by 

Friday, May 14, 2010: 

 

C. Douglas Kelly, AICP 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

301 East Pine Street, Suite 500 

Orlando, Florida 32801 

Phone: (407) 423-8398 ext. 3068 

E-Mail: D.Kelly@gaiconsultants.com  

mailto:D.Kelly@gaiconsultants.com
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Q. WHERE ARE YOU FROM ORIGINALLY? 

A. I was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and spent 

most of my teen years in Griffin, Georgia, 

after my dad was appointed to be a State 

Judge. 

Q. WHAT COLLEGE/

UNIVERSITY DID YOU 

ATTEND/GRADUATE FROM? 

A. I went to Georgia Tech 

to play football, and since 

it had no law school and I 

knew I didn't want to be 

any kind of engineer, I 

studied architecture. After 

receiving my bachelorôs 

degree, I entered the 

United States Air Force 

and was subsequently 

sent by the AF back to 

Tech for my masterôs. 

Q. PLEASE LIST YOUR DEGREE(S) AND IF YOU 

HAVE ANY SPECIALIZED TRAINING. 

A. Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of 

Architecture, Master of Architecture, Juris 

Doctor 

Q. HOW DID YOU BECOME INVOLVED IN FPZA AND 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER? 

A. I first became involved in FPZA in the early 

1970s when I was appointed to Orlando's 

Zoning Commission (of which I served as 

Chairman for several years) and also its 

Municipal Planning Board. I have been a 

member off and on since then, re-joining most 

recently in 2008. 

 

Q. WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT POSITION AND AREA

(S) OF EXPERTISE? 

A. I am currently both a Registered Architect and 

an Attorney and member of The Florida Bar. I am 

practicing law with the Maddox Horne Law Firm in 

Tallahassee. My areas of focus follow the 

professional activities of the past 25 years: Land 

Use and Growth Management (former Secretary of 

Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA)); 

Transportation (former Assistant Secretary of 

Florida Department of Transportation (DOT)); 

Procurement (former Secretary of Florida 

Department of Management Services (DMS)); 

Real Estate (former Vice President of Community 

Development for The Walt Disney Co. - DDC, 

WDI, WDW Co.), and Construction (Registered 

Architect for over 35 years). Thus far a lot of my 

practice has focused on serving local governments 

in land use and transportation 

issues. 

Q. WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND 

INTERESTS? 

A. I help my wife on her 

thoroughbred horse farm in 

northwest Marion County, 

where she raises race horses. 

I enjoy golf and tennis and also 

swimming for exercise. I love 

spending time with our seven 

grandchildren. 

Q. WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUôD BE 

DOING NOW IF YOU HADNôT CHOSEN YOUR 

CURRENT PROFESSION? 

A. I would probably be in public service at 

some level of government or teaching 

architecture or law in the college level. 

Q. IF A NEW COLLEGE GRADUATE ASKED YOU FOR 

ADVICE ABOUT YOUR FIELD, WHAT WOULD YOU 

TELL THEM? WHAT DIDNôT YOU LEARN IN 

SCHOOL?  

A. If you like things clear, precise, black or 

whiteðbe an engineer. If you yearn more for 

the imprecise, less clear, "gray area" type 

challengesðstudy architecture or law. In fact, 

no matter which subject you pursue, go to a 

year in law school. It will profoundly impact 

your approach to thinking and problem- 

solving.  Neither architecture nor law school 

taught anything about running a business. 

Their mantraðñHang out the shingle and they 

will come." 

Q. WHAT PERSONAL GOALS WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

ACHIEVE (BEFORE YOU RETIRE)? 

A. Spend more time traveling with Cynthia, 

enjoying our grandchildren's activities and 

seeing places we've never seen. 

MEMBER PROFILE 
TOM E. LEWIS, JR., ESQ., FAIA 

FPZA  APALACHEE CHAPTER 

WILSONMILLER 

NEW JACKSONVILLE 
OFFICE 
 

WilsnMiller has opened a new office in 

Jacksonville at 4720 Salisbury Road. The office 

is the firmôs 11th in Florida. The Jacksonville 

office will serve the firmôs public and private 

clients throughout Northeast Florida, the 

southeast United States, the Caribbean, Latin 

America and the Middle East. 

 

WilsonMiller has hired David Tillis to manage 

the new Jacksonville office. Prior to joining 

WilsonMiller, Tillis worked for the Bonita Bay 

Group and The St. Joe Company specializing 

in real estate and land use entitlement. Tillis 

brings more than three decades of experience 

in master planning, strategic planning, 

permitting and large-scale development to 

WilsonMiller. 

 

ñWilsonMiller is a 

Florida success story 

and we believe the next 

chapter of our growth is 

here in Jacksonville,ò 

said Tillis, WilsonMiller 

regional manager, 

planning services for 

Northeast Florida. ñWe 

are big supporters and 

believers in the 

Jacksonville economy 

and are excited to open an office here and 

serve clients in this region.ò 

 

The Jacksonville office will focus on serving 

clients in market sectors of transportation, 

urban land, natural resources and rural land, 

and government.  

David Tillis, Regional 

Manager, Planning 
Services for 
Northeast Florida  
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RECENT CHAPTER EVENT 

CALUSA CHAPTER 

The southwest Florida regional delegation for the Florida Legislature was on hand February 24 th 

for a Workshop and Luncheon activity presented by the Calusa Chapter of the FPZA, along with 

the Chamber of Southwest Florida, the American Institute of Architects-Florida Southwest, the 

Florida Engineering Society, and the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council. The morning 

workshop dealt with the possibility of Amendment 4 (ñHometown Democracyò); implementation of 

Senate Bill 360 and possible components of a glitch bill; and this yearôs budget and tax picture, 

based on the estimated $3 billion shortfall for the coming year. Speakers included Senator 

Michael Bennett; Carole Green from Vote No on 4; Ron Weaver, from Stearns Weaver Miller 

Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. in Tampa; and Vicki Long from AIA Florida.  

The lunch session included a moderated question and answer session with members of the 

southwest Florida delegation. Topics of discussion included economic development, renewable 

energy as a component of economic diversity for the state; off-shore oil drilling; the proposed 

platted lots pilot program (SB 2078); Medicare; and amendment to class size limits. Participating 

speakers were Sen. Michael S. Bennett, Rep. Matt Hudson, Rep. Kenneth Roberson, Rep. Nick 

Thompson, and Rep. Trudi Williams. Both the workshop and luncheon were moderated by Keith 

Arnold of J. Keith Arnold & Associates of Tallahassee. Attendance at both morning and lunch 

sessions earned 4 AICP CM credits. 

OVERVIEW 

 

It was announced on January 28th that Florida would 

receive $1.25 billion in stimulus funds for construction of 

a high-speed rail line connecting Orlando and Tampa. 

Here are some facts about that project and about High 

Speed Rail (HSR). 

 

160 mph  proposed speed of the train 

55 minutes  duration of the trip with stops 

44 minutes duration of the trip without stops 

2015  estimated completion 

$3.5 billion  estimated cost 

5  proposed stations (Orlando International 

Airport, Orlando Convention Center, Walt 

Disney World, Lakeland, Tampa) 

85 miles of track 

2.5-3 million  projected annual ridership 

1964  year HSR debuted in Japan, connecting Tokyo and Osaka, traveling 320 miles in 

approximately 4 hours, and providing rail service for 45 million people 

1974   year HSR was first promoted by the Florida legislature in the Cross Florida 

Transit Study 

2000  year Florida voters approved a constitutional amendment mandating construction 

of HSR 

2004 year Florida voters repealed the constitutional amendment mandating 

construction of HSR 

4  number of days House Bill 1B, creating the ñFlorida Rail Enterprise,ò spent in the 

legislature before being approved in a special session and sent to the governor 

for signature 

 

Want to know more? Check out www.floridahighspeedrail.org. 

HIGH SPEED RAIL The OVERVIEW is a quarterly publication of the 

Florida Planning & Zoning Association. Publication 

dates are February, May, August, and November. 

The views expressed in the OVERVIEW are those 

of the Editor or other contributors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of the FPZA. News 

articles, press releases, or other contributions are 

encouraged. Ad space is also available. Business 

card ads are $100/year or can be pro-rated for 

fewer issues. Material should be emailed to the 

Editor and may be edited to conform to space and/

or style requirements. Letters must be signed. News 

and advertising deadline for the Summer/May 

issue: April 16, 2010. 

MULHERE & ASSOCIATES 

MULHERE 
ANNOUNCES NEW 
BUSINESS VENTURE 

 

Robert J. Mulhere, AICP, a long 

time Southwest Florida Planner 

has announced the start of a new 

business venture - MULHERE & 

ASSOCIATES, LLC.  Mulhere and 

Associates, headquartered in 

Naples, provides the full range of 

planning consultation services to 

both public and private sector 

clients throughout the state of 

Florida.  Consulting services 

include community planning, 

entitlement land development 

services, lobbying,  

marketing, business development,  business 

strategies, and public policy development.  

 

Bob Mulhere has more than 20 years of 

professional planning experience and has long 

been involved in community service throughout 

Southwest Florida. Before starting Mulhere & 

Associates, Bob was a Principal and Senior Vice 

President with RWA, Inc.  Prior to that, he was 

employed as the Director of Planning for Collier 

County Government.   

 

For more information call 239-825-9373 or email 

rjmulhere@gmail.com. 
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