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DEVELOPING FLORIDAôS PLANNING  
PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1951 

BY: COURTNEY MENDEZ, AICP 

GULFCOAST CHAPTER  

 

This yearôs FPZA State Conference was 

held June 9-12th in Sarasota at the Ritz 

Carlton. Sarasota is a relatively small city 

(just over 50,000 people), but has a lot to 

offer, from the beaches to the arts. 

Sarasota provided a wonderful venue for 

the conference, with the Ritz Carlton 

situated right between downtown 

Sarasota and Sarasota Bay. We had a full 
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two and a half days of sessions, with a 

variety of great speakers. There were 

approximately 80 full registrations, plus a 

number of people who joined us as 

speakers, volunteers, and awardees.  

 

Wednesday afternoon kicked off the 

Conference with a full audience for a 

demonstration from Charlotte County 

planners of their impressive web-based 

public participation tool, followed by St. 

Pete Beach representatives discussing 
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their experience working under a local 

version of Hometown Democracy.  

 

Thursday began with a Plenary Law 

Session with David Theriaque, and topics 

throughout the day ranged from sustainable 

development to transportation planning. 

One of Thursdayôs highlights was Secretary 

Pelhamôs luncheon address.  He spoke 

very directly about the development climate 

that led to Hometown Democracyôs place 

on the ballot.  Regardless of the outcome of 

Amendment 4, he encouraged us, as land 

use professionals, to make smart growth 

decisions and work to re-establish the 

publicôs faith in our actions. Pelham also 

touched on the economy, the Sunset 

Review of DCA, and the politics of 

Tallahassee. While one may not agree with 

his stance on all issues, we should admire 

his candor and recognize that he is working 

hard to protect our valuable resources and 

better Florida as a whole. The day wrapped 

up with a trip out to the Ritz Carlton Private 

Beach Club on Lido Key for some great 

food and libations. 

 

On Friday, much of the focus shifted to 

redevelopment. In the morning we began 

with an update from the Florida 

Redevelopment Association, followed by a 

session from former FPZA State President 

Sharon Jenkins-Owen and Jim LaRue on 

specific tools to implement redevelopment. 

Following lunch, I led a mobile tour of 

Continued on page 3 
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With the culmination of the 

state conference, FPZA is 

starting its 2010-2011 year. 

Thank you to all who attended 

the conference in Sarasota in 

June.  Participants earned up 

to 16 AICP CM credits for 

attending the thought-

provoking sessions, as well as a chance to 

network with members from across the State of 

Florida.  I want to thank the conference 

committee members (Kathleen Thompson, 

Stephen Thompson, Sharon Tarman, Courtney 

Mendez, Ellen Wile, Mary Kane, and Kelley 

Klepper) as well as the entire Gulfcoast Chapter 

for hosting the conference at the fabulous Ritz-

Carlton, Sarasota.  Your efforts were 

extraordinary and the sessions were inspiring. 

 

I also want to thank the FPZA State Executive 

Board members: Thad Crowe, Nancy Roberts, 

Brady Woods, Doug Kelly, and Jeffrey Jenkins.  

I want to welcome Paula McMichael as the 

newest Vice President for the Executive Board.  

Thank you to Wanda Classe, the State Boardôs 

Administrative Assistant.   

 

As I embark on this journey as the FPZA State 

Board President, I would like to thank Carol 

Clarke, Stephen Thompson, and Mark Barnebey 

for mentoring me and fostering my leadership 

skills ever since I found my way into the 

Bradenton area.  I was very pleased and a bit 

emotional when I presented Mark Barnebey with 

the George W. Simons, Jr. Award during the 

conference.  Mark set the stage for Strategic 

Planning for FPZA.  Thad Crowe, Immediate 

Past President, continued these efforts, resulting 

in an incredible year and generating a new set 

of goals in April to help guide the year ahead. 

 

One of the goals identified as part of the 

Strategic Plan is to foster the relationships with 

the Universities and continue the Student 

Scholarship program.  I believe that we need to 

mentor these young planners and encourage  
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Continued from page 1 

Sarasotaôs Newtown Community to show 

how weôve used a Community 

Redevelopment Area, Enterprise Zone, and 

other programs to promote redevelopment. 

We also discussed how communities can 

use redevelopment to leverage training and 

employment for local residents. The tour 

wrapped up at the Orange Blossom 

Community Garden, where an interesting 

discussion kept us from wilting like the 

flowers in the heat. Friday afternoon included 

the Planning in a Nutshell training program 

oriented towards Planning Commissioners. 

Mark Barnebey, Scott Rudacille, and Betsy 

Benac presented a great session, as always.  

 

Friday evening was the Installation Banquet, 

where Thad Crowe handed the reigns over 

to our new President, Rachel Layton. Itôs 

clear Rachel will do an excellent job leading 

FPZA through the next year ï sheôs smart, 

has clear goals, is prepared to work hard, 

and (perhaps most challenging) is ready to 

keep us organized and on track. Paula 

McMichael was also sworn in as the newest 

member of the State Executive Board and 

will serve as VP Finance. Other Executive 

Board members that moved into new 

positions include Nancy Roberts (President 

Continued from page 2 
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them in their developing careers.  It is but 

one way FPZA can achieve the mission of 

education. 

 

For those of you who participated in the 

conference and the State Board meeting in 

Sarasota, I know you have seen my passion 

for FPZA.  FPZA is a statewide nonprofit 

organization comprised of people dedicated 

to planning and developing a quality Florida. 

It was formed with a mission to "furnish a 

medium for interchange of information and 

mutual assistance among those interested in 

planning and zoning." 

Elect) and Brady Woods (VP Member 

Services). Friday night wrapped up with 

Tampa author Tim Dorsey sharing his 

experiences in writing books, trying to explain 

a main character that is a ñserial killer with 

ethics,ò and telling many hilarious tales from 

the road.  I went home with my signed copy of 

Gator-a-Go-Go, which is just waiting for a 

hammock and tall iced tea to begin.  

 

Our State Board meeting on Saturday was the 

best attended that I have seen, which was 

fantastic.  

 

This year I also had the privilege of hosting 

the hospitality suite. Our sponsors (Leigh 

Kerr, Paul Wieczorek, and Najmy Thompson) 

made sure we were well-accommodated. I 

had a wonderful time catching up with the 

people I havenôt seen in a while and getting to 

meet new colleagues from across the state. 

Iôm told we didnôt live up to the legacy of the 

past because there wasnôt a single complaint 

against us from other hotel guests; 

nonetheless it was still a fun time. I hope 

everyone who attended enjoyed the 

Conference as much as I did. I look forward to 

seeing everyone again at next yearôs 

conference in Naples.  

   

FPZA was designed to be a support system for 

Floridaôs planners, engineers, land use 

attorneys, developers, and public officials who 

are part of the planning and land development 

process.   

 

I see a number of opportunities for FPZA.  

While we are all feeling the effects of the 

recession, we have an opportunity to look at 

the strengths of this grassroots organization 

and look ahead.  As an organization, FPZA 

must stay relevant and offer itself as a resource 

for educational and networking opportunities.    

 

FPZA will remain committed to our mission.  

We will continue the educational programs and 

build on them.  We will continue to reach out to 

the Chapters and act as a resource.  We will 

continue to offer scholarships to each of the 

Universities in the State of Florida offering 

Masterôs Programs in Planning.   We are 

excited to hear that UCF and Rollins College 

will also offer Masterôs Programs beginning 

this fall. 

 

We will enlarge the Regional Forum Program 

to coincide with the Quarterly State Board 

Meetings.  We will encourage the participation 

of the Universities in the Regional Forums 

and hope these efforts will build relationships 

with planning students as well as bring 

renewed energy to the local chapters.   

 

The FPZA State Board has a lot of work to 

accomplish in the year ahead.  We are off to a 

great startðwe already have a commitment 

from Greg Stubbs, Surfcoast Chapter, to raise 

money for the 2011 Conference, and planning 

is well underway for the first Regional Forum 

to discuss the Oil Spill, scheduled for August 

27th at the Hillsborough County Emergency 

Operations Center.  The Calusa Chapter and 

the 2011 Conference Committee have set a 

date for the 2011 conference and have 

completed negotiations with the Naples 

Beach Hotel and Golf Club for June 8th 

through June 11th, 2011.  With the strength of 

the State Board members and the Chapters, 

FPZA will host multiple Regional Forum 

events during the course of the year.   

 

I look forward to serving as the President of 

the Florida Planning & Zoning Association 

and working with all of you in the year ahead. 

I encourage all FPZA members to think 

outside of the box.  I welcome your thoughts 

on how to make FPZA relevant and offer 

additional educational and networking 

opportunities to the membership.   
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OUTSTANDING PUBLIC STUDY 

AWARD - BY A PRIVATE 

CONSULTANT.  This award is given for an 

outstanding report, study, written document, 

ordinance, or planning analysis prepared by a 

private consulting firm. 

 

Presented this year for the City of Sarasota 

Wayfinding and Signage Program ï Prepared 

by merje/Hillier Architects, Inc. and api (+). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
City of Sarasota historic preservation planner Dr. 

Clifford Smith accepting award.  

 

OUTSTANDING PUBLIC 

DEVELOPMENT AWARD.  This award 

is directed toward an outstanding "brick and 

mortar" public project.  The 2010 award was 

presented to the City of Sarasota, Department 

of Neighborhood & Development Services, for 

the Palm Avenue Parking Garage and Mixed-

Use Development project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
City of Sarasota Chief Planner Steven Stancel 
accepting award from Thad Crowe 

 

AWARD OF MERIT PUBLIC STUDY - 

BY A PRIVATE CONSULTANT.  This 

award is given for an outstanding report, 

study, written document, ordinance, planning 

analysis etc., prepared by a private consulting 

firm. Due to the large number of submissions 

in the public study category, a second award 

was established and presented to the 

Immokalee CRA for their Public Realm Plan 

2010 FPZA STATE AWARD RECIPIENTS 
BY DOUG KELLY, AICP 

AWARDS COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR 

 

Each year the Florida Planning and Zoning 

Association presents awards recognizing 

exemplary projects and planning reports from 

the previous year.  In addition, FPZA presents 

awards of appreciation to a journalist and 

legislator who have shown commitment to the 

principles of FPZA; awards to an outstanding 

and most-improved chapter; and the George 

W. Simons Award to a long-time supporter of 

FPZA. The award submissions are evaluated 

during the spring and the awards program 

make up an important aspect of the annual 

conference, held this year at the Ritz-Carlton 

in Sarasota. The awards were presented to 

cities and counties, attorneys and architects, 

as well as graduate students entering the 

profession in the near future.  Thanks to 

Courtney Mendez, AICP, of the Gulf Coast 

Chapter for Co-Chairing the Committee this 

year.  Finally,  thank you to all those who 

submitted applications this year. 

 

OUTSTANDING PUBLIC STUDY 

AWARD - BY A LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT. This award is given for an 

outstanding report, study, written document, 

ordinance, or planning analysis prepared by 

local government staff. 

 

This yearôs recipient is a coastal county and 

the selection committee voted unanimously to 

present the award to Manatee County for the 

Manatee County Post Disaster 

Redevelopment Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sharon Tarman, Hazard Mitigation Planner, 

Thad Crowe, FPZA President,  and Katie Labarr 
of Manatee County.  

 

 

and CBD Form-Based Guidelines prepared by 

Land Design Innovations, Inc. of Maitland, 

and RWA, Inc. of Naples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bob Mulhere of RWA, Inc., John Jones with 

Land Design Innovations, Inc., Penny Phillippi, 
Immokalee CRA Director, Patrick Vanasse with 
RWA Inc. and Thad Crowe 

 

OUTSTANDING PRIVATE 

DEVELOPMENT AWARD.  This award 

is directed toward "brick and mortar" projects 

developed by the private sector.  Presented 

this year for the two-story (non-prototype) 

CVS Pharmacy located in Gainesville, FL, at 

the corner of NW 13th Street and NW 16th 

Avenue.  The award was given to CVS 

Caremark and to the master developer, The 

Zaremba Group of Ohio.   The project 

architect was NORR Architects of Tampa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING PRIVATE STUDY 

AWARD.  This award is given for an 

outstanding report, study, written document, 

ordinance, or planning analysis prepared by a 

private consultant.  The award this year was 

presented to an individual, Donald L. 

Caillouette, of Venice, Florida, a long-time 

practicing local government planner and 

author of ñThe Hurricane Book: Planning for a 

Hurricane Tolerant Lifestyle.ò  
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OUTSTANDING LEGISLATOR 

AWARD.  District 69 State Representative 

Keith Fitzgerald (D) of Sarasota, who serves 

on the Select Policy Council for Strategic & 

Economic Planning received the award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rachel Layton, Incoming FPZA President with 

State Rep. Keith Fitzgerald 

 

OUTSTANDING JOURNALISM 

AWARD. Presented to Kevin McQuaid with 

the Sarasota Herald Tribune. 

 

OUTSTANDING CHAPTER AWARD. 

Presented to the members of the Surfcoast 

Chapter (representing Flagler and Volusia 

Counties), with John G. Thomson, Chapter 

President, accepting.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thad Crowe, President, with Chapter President 
John G. Thomson of Volusia County, and Doug 

Kelly, FPZA Past President 

 

 

MOST IMPROVED CHAPTER 

AWARD.  Presented to the South Florida 

Chapter (representing Broward, Miami-Dade 

and Monroe Counties).  

 

 

 
Kelly Ray of 
Leigh Kerr & 

Associates 
accepting on 
behalf of the 

Chapter. 

 

 

2010 FPZA STATE AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thad Crowe FPZA President with Donald L. 

Caillouette 

 

DESIGN EXCELLENCE AWARD.  

Simply put, this award is presented for a site 

plan which exhibits superior form and 

function.  Unlike most years, when the award 

is presented for an individual building and 

site, this yearôs recipient epitomizes the 

purpose and intent of the award.  The 

recipients are Tallahassee Community 

College and EMO Architects, Inc., located in 

Tallahassee, for design and development of 

the Tallahassee Community College Campus 

Master 

Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

INNOVATION AWARD.  This award is 

given for an innovative public or private 

project or development which is unusual or 

ahead of its time. Preservation of rural and 

agricultural lands is a significant issue this 

state faces and Hendry County had the vision 

to pursue this goal.  This yearôs award is 

presented to the Hendry County Planning & 

Zoning Department for the Countyôs Rural & 

Agricultural Lands Study.  Consultants for this 

project included RWA, Inc., of Naples. 
 
Hendry County 

Rural & 
Agricultural 
Lands Study: 

Accepting on 
behalf of the 
County are Bob 

Mulhere and 
Patrick Vanasse 
with RWA, Inc. 

 

GEORGE W. SIMONS, JR. AWARD.  

This award is not given every year.  It is 

named after the founder of FPZA, and 

presented to a current member of FPZA who 

exemplifies and espouses the purposes of 

FPZA over the long term.  Presented this year 

to past FPZA president, Mark Barnebey, 

Esquire, with the Bradenton office of Kirk 

Pinkerton, P.A.  Please see the special 

feature article in this issue. 

 

ELSIE EMORY 2010 UNIVERSITY 

SCHOLORSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 

2010 

  

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND REGIONAL 

PLANNING 

Christopher Woodall 

Faculty representative: Dr. Timothy Chapin 

 
Rachel Layton and 

Christopher Woodall  

 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 

OF URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING 

James (Jim) Beeler, Jr. 

Faculty representative: Dr. Richard Schneider 

 
Rachel Layton, 
Incoming President 

with James Beeler, 
Jr. and Doug Kelly, 
Immediate Past 

President 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND REGIONAL 

PLANNING 

Christopher Zuppa 

Faculty representative: Dr. Ambe Njoh 

 
Professor Dr. Ambe 
Njoh of USF 

accepting on behalf 
of Christopher Zuppa    

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Jason Kelly 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?SessionId=64&CommitteeId=2546
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?SessionId=64&CommitteeId=2546
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BY: RACHEL LAYTON, GULFCOAST CHAPTER 
 

Mark Barnebey, Esquire, received the George 

W. Simons, Jr. Award from the Florida Planning 

& Zoning Association during the Annual Awards 

Luncheon on June 11th, held at the Ritz-Carlton, 

Sarasota.  George W. Simons, Jr. was the 

founder and first President of the Florida 

Planning & Zoning Association in 1951.  His 

namesake award honors the recipients for their 

continued dedication to planning and advocacy 

of the purpose of FPZA.   

 

Mark has been an active member of the FPZA 

for more than twenty years, serving as the 

FPZA State Board President in 1994.  Mark 

also served the Gulfcoast Chapter Board in 

leadership roles for many years.  In these 

positions, he has emphasized the important 

role of strategic planning for the long term 

viability of FPZA.  Mark has also taken the 

lead on numerous planning commission 

MARK BARNEBEY, ESQ. RECEIVES GEORGE W. SIMONS, JR. AWARD 

workshops during the FPZA Annual 

Conferences which he has named ñPlanning in 

a Nutshell.ò 

In his professional practice, both in the public 

and private sectors, he has stood for quality 

and the ideals that are to be recognized with 

the George W. Simons, Jr. Award.  He has 

served as an Associate County Attorney to 

Manatee County.  Mark is now in private 
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practice with Kirk Pinkerton, specializing in land 

use law.   Mark participates in many charitable 

activities, giving of his time and leadership 

ability in ways that create community.   

 

Carol Clarke, FPZA President in 2003, said about 

him, ñOn a personal note, Mark is a friend who has 

always been there when I needed wise counsel.  

He has assisted me in both my professional 

planning practice and when I was fortunate enough 

to serve as President of the FPZA.ò  

 

Mark is a dedicated professional, as seen 

through his ongoing contributions to mentor, 

educate, and practice in the development 

arena.  Mark Barnebey exemplifies the 

characteristics representative of this award.  

For his many achievements and continuing 

dedication to the promotion of sound planning 

practices, FPZA is pleased to present Mark 

Barnebey with this prestigious award. 

Mark Barnebey and Rachel Layton 


